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10/31  Halloween Parade, 1:00 School wide activities such as Back-to-School Night and
( Family Picnic are chosen and designed for their potential to pro-
mote positive social values throughout the school community.
While not everyone has to participate equally in every activity,

over time it is important to create ways to involve all members of
the school community. Other upcoming activities such as the Oc-
tober 13™ Walkathon, are designed to involve you as true part-
ners in your child’s education, to help you become more deeply
involved in your child’s learning, and to build stronger bonds be-
tween home and school. We look forward to seeing you there!

October Character
Trait

Responsibility Sincerely,
“Responsibility  involves
being trustworthy and
dependable, being some-
one others can count on.
Holding responsibility for
something or someone
means that we are an-
swerable for our actions
in that regard.”

Mala Ahuja, Principal

Attendance Policy

“Students who are late (arriving after 8:15 bell) must report to the office upon
arrival at school. After 6 tardies, students and their parents are required to
signh an attendance contract with the principal.” (Cumberland PTA Handbook, p.7)

The Value Book, Pam Schiller
and Tamera Bryant, p.136




Zero Tolerance

Teachers have been spending time with
their students discussing safety rules and develop-
ing classroom agreements. At the beginning of
school, at our Welcome Assembly, | spoke with the
children about Zero Tolerance. Our district Board of
Education has adopted a resolution of Zero Toler-
ance for violence, weapons (including toy weapons)
and drugs.

State law, district policy and regulations of the Cali-
fornia Education Code support Zero Tolerance by
requiring the immediate suspension and/or expul-
sion of any student who possesses or furnishes a
firearm, knife, explosive, or other similarly danger-
ous object on school grounds or at school events off
school grounds.

How can you help? Discuss with your child the fact
that weapons, violence and drugs are unacceptable
and help him or her understand the serious conse-
quences of any act violating district policy and state
law. Most importantly, tell you child that the safety
of our school and community is everyone’s responsi-

District Homework Guidelines

Homework Survey

Our goal at Cumberland is to
provide the best educational pro-
gram for our students. As partners
in your child’s education, your input
is certainly valued. Last year we sent out a parent
survey and received great feedback to a range of
questions that covered a variety of topics. In direct
response to the input received on technology, we
allocated funding and, supported by the PTA, were
able to purchase 6 computers and 1 LCD projector
for every 4" and 5 grade classroom, in addition to
8 computers and 1 projector for the library.

This year for our focus on continuous im-
provement, we’ll take a closer look at our homework
policy within the framework of district guidelines.
We will begin the process with a mini survey consist-
ing of questions related to homework. | encourage
parents to suggest questions to be included in this
mini survey. These will be added to the ones gener-
ated by our teachers. Please direct any suggested
questions you may have to one your School Site
Council parents, Kristine Lawrence, Ray Schryver,
Valerie Spierling, or Sandra Todd. At our October
17" SSC meeting we will consider all the questions
generated and finalize the survey, which you can
look forward to being included with the November
newsletter. Once we receive the feedback from this
survey, we can implement logical next steps.



Helping Parents Improve Their Children’s
Reading Fluency

One of the most necessary tools for improv-
ing reading outcomes for children is wide reading.
Wide Reading refers to both the amount and type of
reading in which children are engaged. When stu-
dents read widely, they read often—at least 20 min-
utes a day—and they read across many genres. This
means that they read different types of books, not
just narrative or information books but biographies,
history and technical books. Parents and other fam-
ily members can support wide reading with their
children by:

¥ Establishing a time each evening when you read
with your child. For beginning readers, this may
mean that you take turns reading from a book
on his or her level. If your child is a more ad-
vanced reader, you may each read different
books, but you sit near each other and are en-
gaged in the reading process.

¥ Determining many ways to access books and
print materials. Libraries, bookstores, and
online activities are excellent resources for par-
ents to provide access to a wide range of books
and print materials. Take advantage of every
opportunity to examine and discuss books and
other print materials.

¥ Sharing what you are reading. Discuss the
books and materials that you are reading with
your child. If your child is an able reader, share
materials or sections of your reading so that the
child can access the same information and
knowledge that you have.

¥ Asking questions about what your child is read-
ing. The types of questions that parents ask
about what their child is reading can promote
continued reading because the children are likely
to engage in and extend reading when their par-
ents show interest in what their children are
reading.

¥ Reading different types of print materials and
sharing them with your child. Sources that
adults read include recipes, newspapers, maga-
zines, reference books, and leisure  books.
Share these types of reading materials with your
child, and engage your child in reading different
sources of text. Remember wide reading is as-
sociated with overall improved vocabulary and
knowledge.

Math Olympiads!!

PN

°"‘"“"“’5$ Math Olympiads will again be of-
fered for 4" and 5" grade Cumber-

land students.

Mathematical Olympiads for Elemen-
tary and Middle Schools (MOEMS) is a nonprofit pub-
lic foundation which provides opportunities for chil-
dren to engage in creative problem solving activities
that develop a child’s ability to reason, to be logical,
to be resourceful, and occasionally to be ingenious

The Math Olympiad goals are for children to:

1. Develop enthusiasm for problem solving and
mathematics,

2. Deepen understanding of mathematical concepts
and strengthen ability to use these concepts,

3. Consider concepts that they might not otherwise
encounter, and

4. Enrich experiences in intellectually stimulating
and significant mental activities.

Might there be a potential “Mathlete” sitting in your
house, enjoying a logic puzzle right now?

Does your child like to explore challenging prob-
lems?

s “Thinking outside of the box” when approach-
ing questions and problems a way of life?

Did they score in the “Advanced” or on the high
end of the “Proficient” level on the California
State Test?

If you answer “YES” to most of these questions, con-
sider encouraging your child to join the Math Olym-
piad After School Club. We will be meeting every
Thursday from 2:40 until 3:30 in Mrs. Cooper’s
room 24. Our first meeting will be on Thursday, Oc-
tober 5%!
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Attention 5th Grade Parents
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4 Did you know your child's Walk-
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% the 5th grade Science Camp on “__

4 5/21-5/25/07? The first $50 of

4 your child’s pledge will go to PTA 4
# and up to $245 will go towards your child's sci-
% ence camp tuition. Please encourage your child %
%o pledge as much as possible and ask for his/ 4
: her academic support from your friends, fami- :
% lies and neighbors. Please contact me if you %
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have any questions.

Emily Mazzarino
2007 5th Grade Science Camp Coordinator
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ESL Citizenship Classes
Intermediate

October 30, 2006- January 10, 2007
Mondays & Wednesdays, 6:30-9:30 p.m.

e -Fill out the N-400 Application

e -Learn about American history & government
e -Practice written tests

¢ -Meet government representatives

e -Get answers from immigration experts

Room 82, Fremont H.S.

Citizenship Preparation
Advanced

October 30—December 13, 2006
Mondays & Wednesdays, 6:30—8:30 p.m.

e Fill out the N-400 Application
e -Learn about American history & government
e Study the Constitution

e -Practice written tests

e Practice interview questions

e -Meet government representatives

e -Get answers from immigration experts

Room 83, Fremont H.S.

Register in class on the first night. Please bring Social
Security and Alien Registration Cards

For more information, please call (408) 522-2703.
Must be at least 18 years old to register.

ESL Citizenship—Saturday Mornings
Beginning to Intermediate

September 23, 2006—June 2, 2007
9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.
Templo el Monte Horeb
(Room 1, second floor)

455 E Maude Avenue
Sunnyvale, CA

ALL CLASSES ARE FREE!

Halloween Festivities

Halloween is Tuesday, October 31. The morning
schedule will be normal. Right after lunch children,
staff and fun-loving parents will change into cos-
tume. At 1:00, the festivities begin with a costume
parade followed by classroom celebrations. Cos-
tumes and make up are to be put on just prior to
the parade. Students may not come to school in
costume or with make up on.

Our purpose on Halloween is to help children share
their costumes, learn customs and enjoy the spirit of
this time of year. Even celebrations in the class-
rooms are opportunities for children to practice
sharing and good manners. | encourage you to re-
view with your children how to participate in a cele-
bration while continuing to demonstrate respect and
responsibility.

| also want to encourage you and your children to
make costume choices that are consistent with our
school policy. Costumes must not display violence
or evoke fear in young children. Decorations or
hand carried items should be safe and not resemble
any type of weapon or symbol of violence. Please
keep in mind that the costume needs to be comfort-
able and easy to walk in, and your child’s vision
should not be hampered in any way. Rollerblades,
skates, scooters, skateboards, and bicycles are not
permitted on campus during school hours, even on
Halloween.

SOM Assembly
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The mayor of Sunnyvale, Ron Swegles,

will be honoring us with his presence to
address the students on our focus trait for the
month of October, Responsibility

N~ Safety Reminders

“All students and adults must walk
their bicycles, scooters, skateboards
and roller blades across streets and on school
grounds.” (Cumberland PTA Handbook, p.8)

Thank you for helping us reinforce our ‘No wheels
on campus’ policy. Wheels include skateboards, bi-
cycles, scooters and wheelies!



September Students of the Month K7 &

Kindergarten

Jason Hou
Benjamin Peterson
Victoria Zielinski
Denise Cerna
Jaren Hohmann
Claren Dai
Christopher Lau
Joseph Paavola
Rayan Krishnan
Alissa Rebagliati
Damon Cacdac

Third Grade

Rhiana Ferguson
AshleyHelfinstein
Mateo Slade
Gloria Cheng
Devon Melton
Katherine Sung
Bryce Leone

Fuyu Sakakibara
Liliana Adler
Minchung Chu
Lindsey Nishimoto
Rachel Lee
Conner Sevey
David Truong

Respect

First Grade

Brianna Esquivel
Alina Zeng
Douglas Zolezzi
Bryce Miner
Callie Podbere
Jose De la Rosa
Tanner Leone
Maria Stella Regidor
Marnie Ridgeway
Jack Schertler
Ariana Sadigh
Brandon Young

Fourth Grade

Brian Ford

Sonya Jindal
Phillip Nguyen
Lawrence Wan
Meghan Douglas
Joey Gronovius
Leo Hsia

Austin Liang
Eleni Reynolds

B

Second Grade

Serena Ang

Genesis Heredia Aguilar
William Crewe
Desmond Kamas

Mary Shen

Sivan Shani

Kosei Yamamoto
Makena Fong

Joanna Spyrou

Jeremy Zielinski

Fifth Grade

Celine Cailloux

Alex Matsumoto
Nancy Xu

Cristian Cortez
Amelie Froessl|
Cristian Padilla
Nicholas Ryan

Cindy Torres Cevallos

IRAGAGAS it AR AR ASASASAS i et ARG ASAG A A A i @i EAAGAG A A A G i i @i @AGAG A AGAGA S 1 i i A Ae

AT
AT

YAG
s Kindergarten

Yo
Y First Grade
Yo

7 Second Grade
¥

Ms. Stone

Grade Level Monthly Attendance Award

Ms. Bonner 97.8%

99.0%

Ms. Anderson 99.3%

Third Grade
Fourth Grade Ms. Cooper 99.0%

Fifth Grade Ms Teves 99.8%
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